Primary metaplastic carcinoma (carcinosarcoma) of the skin. A clinicopathologic study of four cases and review of the literature.
Metaplastic carcinoma (carcinosarcoma, sarcomatoid carcinoma, malignant mixed tumor) is a biphasic tumor comprising malignant epithelial and heterologous mesenchymal elements. Primary cutaneous cases are rare, with only seven cases documented in the English literature to date. We present four further cases, including three that developed in association with squamous cell carcinoma and one in an eccrine porocarcinoma. Heterologous malignant mesenchymal elements included malignant osteosarcoma, chondrosarcoma, leiomyosarcoma, and rhabdomyosarcomas. In contrast to metaplastic carcinomas arising in visceral sites, those primarily arising in the skin do not appear to behave in a very aggressive manner (Recurrence rate 22%, metastasis rate 22%, overall mortality 11%). However, the numbers involved are small and the follow-up period is short. In view of recent developments and progress in our understanding of the possible histogenesis of such tumors, we suggest that metaplastic carcinoma rather than carcinosarcoma is the most appropriate term with which to describe these very rare cutaneous neoplasms.